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Does Your Financial Advisor Have Your
Best Interest at Heart?

Carol Clark, CFA

o you take care of yourself? Your mind,

your body, your spirit? Self-care might

include eating well, exercising, getting
enough sleep, or trying to do something you enjoy
each day. But what about your money?

Financial health is just as critical as your overall
physical health. You might be interested in diversi-
fying your portfolio, retirement planning, setting
aside a college fund, or estate planning. One of
the most important decisions you make is
choosing a financial advisor. Working with a fidu-
ciary financial advisor can be the key to making
your financial dreams become a reality.

When choosing a financial advisor, there are
certain things to know. First, do they adhere to
fiduciary standards, which require them to act in
your best interest? Next, you should understand
how the advisor is compensated. You want to find
an advisor who is obligated to avoid commissions,
high investment fees, and hidden costs. You
should also understand their credentials, experi-
ence, and portfolio strategies. Finally, ask for ref-
erences and call them.

Fiduciary advisors are legally and morally obli-
gated to put your needs above their own. They
must offer objective recommendations that aren’t
tied to their own compensation. They are paid
directly by clients and not through sales commis-
sions. This eliminates costly conflicts of interest.

When Carol Clark, CFA, founded OnCenter Finan-
cial Advisors, her goal was to deliver independent,
ethical guidance as a fiduciary advisor to provide
clients with the returns they deserve.

There are many investment choices out there.
Some have low fees; some have high fees. Many
people think paying an extra 1% or 2% per year isn’t
very consequential. However, even 1% peryear sig-
nificantly erodes your investment performance.

If you start with a $100,000 account earning
8% per year for 24 years and pay 1% more in
fees, you will forego $126,882 of gain.

At the end of 24 years, you will have forfeited
more money than you started with. This profound
erosion of your returns increases dramatically as
the amount of excess fees increase. Often people
are not aware of how much they pay in fees.
Annuities, as one example, can have fees above
S% per year.

Jack Bogle, the founder of Vanguard, understood
the punishing impact of high fees. “The magic of
compounded returns is overwhelmed by the
tyranny of compounding costs,” he said. He’s right.

Whereas some investment professionals give con-
flicted advice that favors investments with high
commissions, OnCenter designs fully customized
financial plans that suit each client’s specific
short-term and long-term goals under an indepen-
dent fiduciary advisory model. OnCenter never
receives commissions or hidden fees on any
products they select for their clients.

OnCenter puts its clients at the center of all its
decision-making, leading with uncompromising
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ethics to produce optimal financial gains consis-
tent with each client’s risk tolerance and areas of
personal interest.

As a fiduciary advisor with a Cornell MBA and 28
years of experience, Carol Clark, CFA is solely
focused on driving financial excellence in client
portfolios to enrich each client’s financial future.
Throughout her career, she has concentrated on
identifying investment opportunities that optimize
returns and minimize fees and taxes to power
financial success and lasting wealth.

Request your free expert
portfolio review today.

ONCENTER

FINANCIAL ADVISORS
941-475-5123
oncenterfinancial.com
871 Venetia Bay Blvd, Suite 200
Venice, FL 34285
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LASIK - All You Ever Wanted to Know

LASIK is a quick and painless procedure that can
give you long-lasting vision without glasses or
contact lenses. That’s why, since its introduction
more than 25 years ago, millions of Americans
have turned LASIK for correcting nearsightedness,
farsightedness and astigmatism and giving them
visual freedom.

The LASIK team at Quigley Eye Specialists consist
of a dedicated LASIK staff as well as LASIK surgeons
Jeffrey Robin, MD, Duane Wiggins, MD and
Emmanuel Kai-Lewis, MD. Drs. Robin, Wiggins and
Kai-Lewis are all Board-certified ophthalmologists
who have undergone fellowship training in LASIK
and other types of refractive surgery and have
decades of LASIK surgical experience and
combined conducted tens of thousands of suc-
cessful LASIK procedures. Beyond experienced
and skilled surgeons, Quigley Eye Specialists has
state-of-the-art diagnostic and laser technologies
to help achieve the best possible LASIK results.

“LASIK is one of the most studied = and most suc-
cessful — elective surgical procedures in all of
medicine. At Quigley Eye Specialists, we realize
that the keys to getting consistently great results
with LASIK include proper patient selection, highly
experienced staff and surgeons, and the most
advanced laser technologies. My colleagues and |
believe that at Quigley we have the best available,
FDA-approved, diagnostic and laser technologies,
including the Zeiss Visumax and Wavelight Alle-
gretto lasers, and we are capable of producing
great LASIK results with a quick, painless and
bladeless procedure. And, we are committed to
providing not only great vision results but also a
concierge type of customer experience for our
LASIK patients,” explains Dr. Robin.

LASIK FAQs:

What does “LASIK” stand for?

LASIK is an abbreviation for “laser in-situ ker-
atomileusis”; which translates to using a laser to
reshape the cornea. The cornea is the clear
window on the front of the eye and is a very
powerful focusing element for the eye. By
changing the curvature of the cornea, the laser can
—in an extremely precise and computer-controlled
method — change the focusing power and improve
vision without glasses or contact lenses.
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What is nearsightedness, farsightedness, and
astigmatism?

The eye is like a camera and has lenses (including
the cornea) which work to focus incoming light rays
on the visually sensitive retina which lines the
inside of the back of the eye. For many people,
incoming light rays aren’t focused precisely on the
retina; this is called a “refractive error”. The most
common refractive error is nearsightedness (also
called “myopia”); in this condition vision is blurred
at distance while up-close vision is usually good;
nearsighted patients usually start wearing glasses
or contact lenses at a young age. In farsightedness
(also called “hyperopia”), patients frequently can
have excellent distance vision but begin to develop
reading difficulty at a younger than normal age;
people with high degrees of farsightedness may
have both blurry near and distance vision even at a
young age. The causes of nearsightedness and far-
sightedness usually have to do with abnormalities
in the length of the eye. In astigmatism, the cornea
is not symmetric, meaning that one axis has a dif-
ferent curvature than the other axis; astigmatism
commonly accompanies nearsightedness and far-
sightedness. Advanced LASIK lasers are usually
capable of accurately correcting all of these refrac-
tive errors.

How does the LASIK procedure work?

Modern LASIK is completely bladeless and utilizes 2
lasers. The first laser creates an ultra-thin section
on the front of the cornea (called the “flap”). The
second laser — which provides the actual reshaping
and vision correction — is applied under the flap.
Both laser applications involve usually less than 30
seconds.

Wili | feel discomfort?

Numbing drops — like those used in routine eye
exams —provide excellent anesthesia during LASIK.
The vast majority of patients experience no dis-
comfort.
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How long does the procedure take?
In most cases, both eyes can be treated in less than
20 minutes.

How soon do the eyes recover?

At the close of the procedure, you can expect vision
to be improved although foggy. Usually within
24-36 hours, patients note vision similar to when
they were wearing their glasses or contacts.

What about patient safety?

Thorough and careful preoperative evaluation is
one of the keys to LASIK success. At Quigley Eye
Specialists, we realize that not everyone is a good
candidate for LASIK; in some cases, other types of
refractive surgery may be offered and — uncom-
monly — we may advise that it is in the patient’s
best interest not to have refractive surgery. In
addition to performing a complete eye health eval-
uation and utilizing state-of-the-art diagnostic
technology, at Quigley Eye Specialists your surgeon
will be actively involved in your preoperative evalu-
ation and recommendation process.

Whois a good candidate for LASIK?

The best candidates for LASIK are between the ages
of 18 and SO and have refractive errors (nearsight-
edness, farsightedness, astigmatism) that are in the
low-to-moderate ranges. Patients also need to
have good general heaith and no active eye
diseases as well as having stable eyeglass/contact
lens prescriptions. Specific candidacy determina-
tion, of course, will require thorough eye health
evaluation with appropriate diagnostic testing and
evaluation by your surgeon.

Who should not have LASIK?

People who might not be good candidates for LASIK
include those who: are outside of the 18-50 age
range, have changing prescriptions, have certain
medical health issues, have active eye diseases or
disorders. In some cases, patients’ lifestyles,
activities or job needs may also be factors. At
Quigley Eye Specialists, we recognize that not
everyone is a good candidate for LASIK and that a
thorough preoperative evaluation is the key to
determining good candidacy. For some patients,
we may recommend refractive procedures other
than LASIK and for others we may recommend no
refractive surgery at all.






















































