































































































he law under the Patients Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) - (Obama Care) the Open
Enroliment Period is November 15th to
February 15th, those that enroll
between November 15th to December
15th will have a January 1, 2015 effec-
tive date; Dec. 16th — Jan. 15th eff. Feb.
1, 2015; Jan. 16th — Feb. 15th Mar. 1st
2015, After that you will not be permitted
to purchase health insurance that meets
the government standards that avoids the
tax penalty unless you have a special
election period, please visit
https://www.healthcare.gov for more
information. The PPACA plans have no
medical under writing; short term policies
are still available but currently still require
medical underwriting which means you
might be turned down if you have pre-
existing conditions, or that condition may
NOT be covered If a reaccurrence may
happen. | am finding that many people
think that the Affordable Care Act is only
for people that are seeking government
subsidy and that is not correct, The law
affects just about every type of health
insurance in the USA.

In order to qualify for government subsidy
you need to go through the Market Place
or if the Insurance Carrier offers seamless
applications through their platform it can
be done that way as well. To see if you
qualify for tax credit you can check the IRS
website at http://www.irs.gov/uac/The-
Premium-Tax-Credit. If you do not gqualify
for subsidy you can still purchase your plan
through the Market Place or the Insurance
Company both available with the help of a
local agent by adding their name and
National Producer Number (NPA).
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If you have an insurance policy for many
years and drop that plan you will not be
able to get it back as the plan will no
longer exist to be re-purchased. Some
insurance carriers are allowing their policy
holders to keep their current plan, others
have issued cancel notices. Before you
cancel what you have make sure that you
check to see if your doctors are in network
as this has been a big problem in 2014 with
people not being satisfied and also totally
understand the plans “Summary of
Benefits”. Cost is important but not only
the cost of the plan you choose but also
make sure you can afford the out of pocket
cost when you need to use the plan, some-
times raising the premium a little it may
make it easier to visit the doctor more
often as needed. Qualified High Deductible
Health Plans (H.5.A.) plans also have a tax
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Health Insurance - Health Care Reform
(Obama Care) 2015 Open Enrollment is now in
effect, Subsidy or No Subsidy it may apply to you!

By Ulla-Undine Merritt (Dee) National Producer Number (NPN) 8853366

advantage. You need to do the math,
explain your needs both health and finan-
cially with a licensed insurance agent. Check
to see how many companies they represent,
if they only represent one ok guess what you
get? There are a lot more choices in 2015,
50 doesn't just stay with you have check it
out, if what you have turns out to be the
best great. Remember you can make as
many changes as you need up until February
15th, 2015 for the 2015 Plan Year. You don’t
like what you choose in January, change it!

There is a lot to know and | would recom-
mend that you work with a licensed insur-
ance professional that is Market Place
Certified that can help you through the
enrollment process and explain the differ-
ent insurance policies available to you in
your area.

To learn more about Health Care Reform or schedule an appointment contaci:
Dee Merritt - Lagical Insurance Solutions at 239-362-0855 or visit www. Logicalinsurance.com,

www.swfhealthandwellness.com
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DON’'T LOSE YOUR CAMEL!

WHY BAD ADVICE SAYS THAT TRUST PLANNING
IS ONLY FOR LARGER ESTATES ESTATES?

By Steven J. Gibbs, Esq.

A great topic begins with a great poem:

“"You have lost yvour camel, my friend And all

around you people are full of advice Your don't’

know where your camel is, But you do know that
these casual directions are wrong.” Rumi

There is a great deal of information out there about
trusts and estate planning. One common misnomer
is that “estate planning” only applies to the
wealthy. Another common misconception is that
trusts are only appropriate for those who have
millions of dollars. So this week’s topic is my
attempt to dispel the myth that a family trust is
something reserved for the Kennedys along with
Rembrandt in the sitting room and beluga caviar.

Here are 3 reasons why trust planning may be
even more important for a small estate than for a

large estate.

1. Small estates do not have the luxury to pay
scasoned experts to resolve issues with the cstate.
Often times, small estates can become every bit as
complicate as large estates. For example, issues
with numerous beneficiaries can arise or creditors
can come out of the woodwork.  If there was no
trust planning then all of these issues must be
resolved in probate through the court system and
regardless of the size of the estate, if things get
complicated it will get expensive to resolve. The
problem is that small estates often do not have the
budget for this work and the proceeds to beneficia-
ries can be become very minimal or even extin-
guished by legal fees and court costs. These
scenarios can be minimized or eliminated by
proper trust planning.

2. Probate requires a lot of time and this burden
can be more traumatic for small and medium sized
estates than for larger ones. To add to the reasons
discussed above, small estates may need to liqui-
date assets quickly in order to create cash flow and
this can become difficult where an probate process
has been required and the parties are all awaiting a

court order before real property can be sold or other
assets liquidated. Larger estates can often hold and
bear this burden easier than smaller estates.

3. It can be more difficult to obtain help with
smaller estates than larger ones. Simply put,
lawyers and accountants swoon to scoop up the
larger estates for the simple reason that they are a
big payday. On the other hand, smaller estates
may be shunned as unattractive and families can
face frustration in finding competent counsel and
tax advice in settling these estates. For this
reasons, family members seeking to resolve small
estates often need to advance fees out of pockets to
procure the professional assistance that is needed.
This is never an issue with larger estates.

As for Rumi, his point is well observed. Many
people simply follow the crowd and go the path of
least resistance and thus avoid planning and this is
especially prevalent in smaller estates.

The path of intentionality is required to really
engage in your ¢state planning. I contend that the
naysayers suggesting that trust planning isn't nec-
essary for small estates have not considered these
and other questions and simply may be those in the
poem who are “full of advice”, but you know that
these casual directions are wrong.

Be intentional in your life and famaly.

I hope this is helpful...until next time.

' GIBBS

LAWOFFICE

239.415.7495
www.yourcircleoftrust.com

www.swfHealthandWellness.com

Steven Gibbs founded the

Gibbs Law Office in

January 2009, committed

to providing client-

centered legal services.

Steve as he would rather be

called, is not yowr typical attor-

ney. If vou appreciate the staunch egotistical
mannerism of most firms, you will be delighted
with Steve 5 unpretentious approach to educat-
ing and then assisting his client. Instead of
giving you his complacent and lofty ideas, he
would rather pursue your expectations with
professional conversation about resolving
vour concerns under the Law. It's your life and
its his job to make your legal expectations
come true while using vears of his guidance
and knowledge.

Steve was admitted to the Minnesota Bar in
1999, the Florida Bar in 2007 and was recently
admitted to the California bar. Keeping abreast
af law changes in these three States, as well as
the United States, assists him in all aspects of
the types of law the firm practices

Along his career path, he was an associate

attorney for an insurance defense law firm: an
in-house real estate negotiator for Target Cor-
poration; and corporate counsel for Civix,
LLC and Vice President for North American
Properties where he was responsible for
various real estate transactions, including
legal issues and negotiating wunresolved
business issues. Prior to opening Gibbs Law
Office, PLLC, he was an associate with the

firm of Roberts & Engvalson, P.A. where he

gained his knowledge of trusts, estate planing
and Wills. He opened his own firm in 2008
and now focuses on laws that will enrich the
needs of his clients throughout their lives and
those of their children. The firm has developed
a practice dealing only with Trusts and Estate
Planning, Wills, Medicaid Planning, Elder
Law, Real Estate, Business Law and Probate.

Quoting from Steve "l decided to practice in
areas that families will need as they progress

down life’s path. To help them with a solid

Sfoundation that will carry them throughout

there lives is a rewarding experience for me
and my staff. "




Spiritual))/iiness

The Arrival

By Brent Myers, Pastor of Community Life
Palm Beach Community Church

o you ever find yourself in what seems like a hopeless situation? Is your life
so hectic that you wish for just a moment of peace? Do you wish you laughed
more, stopped to smell the roses, and enjoyed life more easily? Are relation-

ships in your life broken — do you long for love?

If you answered “yes” to any of the above, then I have the answer for you. If you
answered “no” then still read this article, commit it to memory, and bring it back to
mind when need it.

Here is the answer: Christmas. Christmas is the season in which we can find all of the
things we want (and need): hope, peace, joy, and love.

Many times Christmas is referred to as the Advent Season. In simplest terms, “advent”
means “arrival”. But when speaking of Christmas, what exactly has arrived?. Sure, we
celebrate the arrival of a baby born to a virgin in a small village in the Middle East. The
baby's name? Jesus.

But the arrival of Jesus means a lot more than just another birth. You see Christmas is
the season when we celebrate the arrival of hope, peace, joy, and love because Jesus
brings all those things in a relationship with Him.

We can have hope in a relationship with Jesus. No mater what may come, we anchor
ourselves to the truth of Who Jesus is and what He's done for us. The Scriptures remind
us of the hope Jesus brings: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.” And we see
it fulfilled: “*She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21

We can know peace because of the life we can have in Him. The prophets of old wrote:
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, (the) Prince of Peace™. Isaiah 9:6 And on the night in which Jesus was born, the
angels proclaimed: "Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with
whom God is pleased.” Luke 2:14

We can have joy in an abundant life in Christ. The angels also said: “Fear not, for behold,
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:8-14
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And we can experience an unconditional love that never runs
out. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him.” John 3:16-17

So during this Advent Season as we celebrate The Arrival, think
about all that means for us in our daily lives. As the carols play
on the radio, as you see the “The Reason for the Season™
bumper stickers, as you drop coins in the red buckets on the
way into the store, remember that it's about Jesus and the hope,
peace, joy, and love that comes in a relationship with Him.

Brent Myers
@hrentdrewmyers
Pastor of Community Life
Palm Beach Community Church
www.phcc.cc

www.swfhealthandwellness.com
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| bet you wish your restless legs
didn’t keep you up all night!

100% DEDICATED TO VEIN CARE

Specialists

ALL VEINS... ALL the time g s
A Vascular Surgeon who treats vein Vascular Surgeon
problems, kind of makes sense doesn’t it? & Vein Expert

Call to schedule an appointment:

239-694-VEIN @346

weknowveins.com F1 facebook.com/weknowveins ~
FORT MYERS & BONITA SPRINGS
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Find out if you have Venous Insufficiency From The Privacy Of Your Home!
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